
Notes of St. Hugh’s Parish AGM 17th October 2013 

Attending: Canon Ka Fai Lee, Tony Gregory (chairman), Terry McMenamin (secretary), Peter & 
Anne Rochford, Bryn & Pat Lyon, Steve Hempsall, John & Joy Heaps, Mary Somers, Mimi Ashman, 
Joe Rudski, Paddy Haydn, Tony Heron, Geoff Dennis, Anne Hyle & Julie Rowe, Teresa Birkin, 
Philip Birkin, Vera McMenamin, Mary & Ian Chater, Marie McDermott. 

Apologies: John Burns, Anne-Marie Heaps, Ruth Grace, Ken Reeves, Tom & Jill Culleton, Lisa 
Radford, Margaret Birkin. 

1. Welcome & Opening Prayer 

Canon Ka Fai welcomed all to the meeting and opened it with a prayer. 

2. Discussion on Written Report:  

The reports were taken as read.  Comments from the meeting were:- 

Parish Activities Group:- has donated £1003 to the parish & £2,667.60 for other good causes 
between November 2012 & September 2013.  The meeting thanked the PAG for its great work. 

CAFOD: - The Sheppard family will take over the Parish’s CAFOD activities. 

Catholic Clothing Guild: - Teresa Birkin has resigned, there is no Parish representative now. 

Buildings: - Philip Birkin said he would check out details of security systems for the Hall doors 
and advise Terry.  Options for use of the field are being explored with the Council.   

Prayer Group: - Mary Somers is leader; Paddy Haydn leads the Ring Rosary. 

Eucharistic Ministers: – Fr. Ka Fai is actively trying to recruit candidates to make up for those 
who have left or are no longer able to continue. 

Missio: - Tony Gregory to publicise the time for collection of the boxes.   

Finance: - The £700 surplus last year needs to be viewed in the light of a new utilities contract 
with a 33% cost increase. 

3. Where are we as Parish Community, and where should we be?  

Fr. Ka Fai introduced this discussion.  Our buildings now look very good, and following the Living 
Stones programme we will work much more closely with St. Albans; Fr. Paul Newman will say our 
Mass occasionally, and representatives will attend each other’s PPC meetings.  Now is the time to 
re- emphasis the spiritual growth of the Parish.  He called for opinions from the floor. 

Emphasis on spiritual growth was well supported.  Philip Birkin said that he regards the Parish as 
his personal beacon for faith, in contrast to the institutional Church.  Terry McMenamin supported 
this view.  Several see the New Translation as unhelpful. Ideas from the floor included: 

a) A pilgrimage to Walsingham 
b) A parish outing 
c) A Summer Fair in the field 
d) Something along the lines of the 1987 mission 
e) A lecture by a theologian recommended by Geoff Dennis 

All these were welcomed and will be considered.  Fr. Ka Fai will mention the last item at Mass on 
Sunday to see what potential support there is.  It was also agreed that we host the Women’s World 
Day of Prayer. 

4. Elections to Parish Pastoral Council:- 

There were no resignations from the Parish Council, currently at its maximum of 14 members.  
Existing members were re-elected en bloc, proposed by Peter Rochford and seconded by Mary 
Somers. The Parish Council will appoint its officers at its next meeting. 

5. Date of Next AGM:-  

To be arranged for October 2014. 

6. Closing Prayer:-  

Canon Ka Fai thanked everyone for their contributions before closing the meeting with a prayer. 


