
‘LIVING STONES’ MEETING: ST. HUGH’S CHURCH HALL 11th MARCH 2013 

Subject: Parishioners’ response to the Bishop’s proposals of 18th February, particularly the 
proposed linking of St. Hugh’s with St. Francis of Assisi, Long Eaton. 

 Attending: Fr. Ka Fai Lee (chairman), Terry McMenamin (secretary) and 31 parishioners. 

Fr. Ka Fai opened the meeting with a recap of the reasons for the ‘Living Stones’ process: 
the 90 or so priests of the Diocese are ageing, and will reduce to about 70 over the next 5-
10 years.  Some rationalisation is therefore unavoidable; however the Bishop is committed 
to sustain existing parish communities.  He invited the meeting to respond to the Bishop’s 
five questions and the discussion document he and Fr. Sylvester had prepared as their 
response.  The questions are: 

1. What do you think of the proposed links between parishes in general? 

Our parishioners understand the need for change, and are prepared to be positive, albeit 
that they do have concerns, expressed more in the response to the second question. 

2. Do you think the proposed link is reasonable? If so, why? If not, why not? Please feel 
free to suggest proposed amendments. 

It was said that St. Hugh’s has always had links with St. Albans, including the school, while 
we have had little relationship with the parish of St. Francis.  An opposing view was that 
there are similar numbers of parishioners with children at English Martyrs School.  There 
were concerns over the lack of parking space at Long Eaton; bus routes and schedules (St. 
Francis is about 8 minutes walk from the Long Eaton stop, and walking may be 
considered an effort).  There were contrary views on linking to a bigger parish: either we 
would lose our identity or a bigger parish group would be more robust, for example if 
clergy were sick.  However, we were reminded that for all the uncertainty of 3 years ago, 
we have maintained our identity and come through difficult times; we will continue to be 
positive.  We were also reminded that Sinfin and Holy Family have never had resident 
clergy but have developed their own identity just the same  

Mass times were discussed.  There was a desire to minimise change, keep Sunday 
morning Mass and maintain the Children’s liturgy and coffee mornings – St. Francis also 
has these strengths.  Changes to times must take account of practical matters and local 
traditions. 

There was concern that a new priest could impose a different style of liturgy.  On the 
other hand, a good priest would develop the parish by building on its traditions 
irrespective of his personal liturgical preferences.     

The meeting tended not to favour the link to St. Francis, and to prefer a link within the 
Derby deanery, preferably St. Albans; however if we had to link with St. Francis we would 
try to be positive and to make it work, even though it would be starting from scratch. 

  



3. In what ways can the parish and its parishioners change in order to better fulfil the 
Church’s mission of preaching, worship and service? 

Our community is active, and we do look after the parish as well as we can, as shown by 
the period of uncertainty during Fr. Mack’s illness and before Fr. Ka Fai was appointed.  
Visiting priests do not have to worry about setting up the altar.  Children’s Liturgy and 
coffee mornings will continue.  Catechesis is one area that is better run in cooperation: 
Holy Communion, Confirmation, Marriage preparation and RCIA are hard for an 
individual parish to run.  The link with St. Albans has been useful for this.  Our website 
was set up with help from St. Albans. 

4. What would your parish do to support other parishes that lost a resident priest? 

Fr. Ka Fai is not in privy to information on future allocation of clergy, and maybe plans 
will only be developed after the linking of parishes is agreed.  Perhaps for this reason, 
there was no real discussion of this question. 

5. In what practical ways can the parishes of your deanery work together? 

Moving from the Derby Deanery to the Nottingham West Deanery was seen as a big 
change, effectively developing an entirely new relationship.  Again, there was no 
significant discussion of this question, possibly the Deanery has a relatively low profile to 
most parishioners. 

Fr. Ka Fai thanked those attending the meeting for their contributions and the positive spirit 
shown, before closing the meeting with a prayer.  


